CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION

Saturday 5:30 p.m.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Date: __08/16/25 Season: ___PENTECOST 10 (GREEN)
PASTOR_Rev. Orin Cummings, PhD. VICAR Abbey Knappman
ASSISTING Genny Maroc LECTOR Irene Chaloupecky
ORGANIST__Marilyn Boston A/V__Drew Bowman

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS _ Vicar Abbey and Genny Maroc

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.
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You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of *+ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Amen.
GATHERING HYMN ELW 796
How Firm a Foundation
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1 How firm a foun - da - tion, O saints of the Lord,

2 “Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,

3 “When through fi - 'ry tri - als your path - way shall lie,

4 “Through - out all their life - time my peo - ple shall prove
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is laid for your faith in Christ Je sus, the Word!
for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
my grace, all - suf - fi - cient, shall be your sup - ply.
my sov - ’reign, e - ter - mnal, un - change - a - ble love;
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What more can he say than to  you he has said
ru strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
The  flames shall not hurt you; I on ly de - sign
and then, when gray hairs shall their tem ples a - dom,
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who un - to the Sav - ior for ref uge have fled?

up - held by my righ - teous,om - nip o - tent hand.”
your dross to con - sume and your gold to re - fine”

like lambs  they shall still in my bo som be  borne.”

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to
share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of
bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM JEREMIAH 23:23-29

23 Am | a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 2Who can hide in
secret places so that | cannot see them? says the LORD. Do | not fill heaven and
earth? says the LORD. 25| have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy
lies in my name, saying, “l have dreamed! | have dreamed!” 2¢ How long? Will
the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who
prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 2 They plan to make my people forget
my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot
my name for Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the
one who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with
wheat? says the LORD. 2?Is not my word like fire, says the LORD, and like a hammer
that breaks a rock in pieces?

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING FROM HEBREWS 11: 29—12:2

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when
the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 3°By faith the walls of
Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had
received the spies in peace.

32 And what more should | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 3 who through faith
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths
of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were
made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to
flight. 33 Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured,
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 3¢ Others
suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were
stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went
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about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 38 of whom
the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves
and holes in the ground.

37 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what
was promised, 4 since God had provided something better so that they would
not, apart from us, be made perfect.

121 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with
perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the
throne of God.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL

Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12t Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 4 “l have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how | wish it were
already ablaze! 5°1 have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what
constraint | am under until it is completed! 5' Do you think that | have come to
bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now on five in
one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 53they
will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”
54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens. 55 And when you see the
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,” and it
happens. % You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON Pastor Orin Cummings
HYMN OF THE DAY TFF 152
Have Thine Own Way, Lord
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1 Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way. Thou art the
2 Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way. Search me and
3 Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way. Wound-ed and
4 Have thine own way, Lord, have thine own way. Hold o’er my
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pot - fter, I am the clay. Mold me and make me af - ter thy
try me, Mas-ter, to - day. Pur - er than snow, Lord, wash me just
wea - ry, helpme, 1 pray., Pow-er, all pow - er sure-ly is
be - ing ab - so-lute sway. Fill with thy Spir - 1t tull all shall
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will, while I am wait - ing, yield-ed and still.
now, as in thy pres - ence hum-bly 1 bow.
thine. Touch me and heal me, Sav -ior di - vine.
see Christ on - ly, al - ways, liv - ing in me

Text: Adelaide A. Pollard, 1862-1934

Music: ADELAIDE, George C. Stebbins, 1846—1945
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APOSTLES’ CREED

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Let us pray for the church, the creation, all people, and open our hearts to the
will of God.

A brief silence.

Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global
missionaries especially Carolyn Schneider in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Guyana, with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in
the gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Safeguard rivers and lakes from pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists,
policy makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect freshwater sources.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among
lawmakers to enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained,
those who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are homebound
or sick especially Pat, Thelma, Tom, Jacob, Carol, Yvonne, Bill, Matt, DJ, Mark,
Bob, Tommy, and Beverly. Reassure them of your care in all imes and places.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their
planning for a new church year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and
support for their work. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us. By the
example of their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set before us,
until that day when we join their unending praise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident in God'’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one

who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The kingdom of God is set before you.
Come, eat and rejoice.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 474
Bread of Life from Heaven
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1 Break now the bread of Christ’s sac - ri - fice; giv - ing

2 Seek not the food that will  pass a - way; set  your

3 Love as the one who, in love  for  you, gave him -

4  Dwell in the one who now dwells in you; make your

5 Drink of this cup and de - clare his death; cat this
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thanks, hun-gry ones, gath-er round. Eat, all of you, and be
hearts on the food that en - dures. Come, learn the true and the
self for the life of the world. Come to the one who is
home in the life - giv-ing Word. Know on - ly Christ, Ho - ly
bread and be-lieve Eas-ter morn; trust his re-turn and, with
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sat - is - fied; in Christ’s pres - ence the loaves will a - bound.

liv - ing way, that the full - ness of life may be yours.
food for you, that your hun - ger and thirst be no more.

One of God,
ev - 'ty breath,

and be - lieve
praise the one

in the truth you have heard.
in whom you are re - born.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: ARGENTINE SANTO, BREAK NOW THE BREAD; Argentine traditional, refrain; Marty Haugen, b. 1950, stanzas
Text and music © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Come, Let Us Eat

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

TFF 119
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1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast 1s spread,
2 Come, let us drink, for now the wine s poured,
3 In Je - sug’ pres - ence now we meet and rest,
4 Rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word,
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come, let us eat, for now the feast 1is spread.
come, let us drink, for now the wine is poured.
in Je - sug’ pres - ence now we meet and  rest.
rise, then, to spread a - broad God’s might-y word.
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Our Lord’s bod - y let us take to - geth -er
Je - sus’ blood poured let us drink to - geth - er,
In the pres - ence of our Lord we  gath - er,
Je - sus s - en will bring in the king - dom,
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our Lord’s bod - y let wus take to - geth - er
Je - sus’ blood poured let wus drink to - geth - er
in the pres - ence of our Lord we gath - er.
Je - sus r1is - en will bring in the king - dom.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

Music: A VA DE, Billema Kwillia, adapt.

Text sts. 1-3 and tune © Lutheran World Federation; text st. 4 and music adapt. © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

TABLE BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name

Amen.
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BLESSING

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

May the love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior + Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit bless you and give you peace.

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

ELW 815

Amen.
SENDING HYMN
I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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1 I want to walk as a child of the light. I  want to
2 I want to see... the bright-ness of God. I want to
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa-tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
Refrain
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cit -y of God Shine in my heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration
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MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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