CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Date: _03/14/26 Season; LENT 4 (PURPLE)

PASTOR_Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD VICAR Abbey Knappman
ASSISTING__David Siewert LECTOR __Cathy Murrell
ORGANIST__Marilyn Boston A/V__Drew Bowman

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS__Vicar Abbey and David Siewert

PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP
In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,
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have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call fo come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God's steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of *+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God's love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN AVS 1014
When We Must Bear Persistent Pain

SoEs==ses—rEece=—i=——u=——=t

I When we must bear per - sis - tent pain and suf - fer
2 Sup - port us as we leamn new ways to care for
3 We  thank you for the bet - ter days when we may
4 In ease or pain, in life and death, to you our
e fu tr—a
with no cure in sight, come, Ho - Pres - ence,
bod - ies new - ly frail. Help  us en - dure, and
smile  to greet the sun, to do your  work with
frag - ile lives be - long, and SO we trust you
7J = —— J
1
breathe your peace with gifts of warmth and heal - ing light.
live and love. Hear our com - plaint when pa - tience fails.
clear - ing mind, and bless your name when day is done.
in all  things. You are our hope, our health, our  song.

Text: Ruth Duck, b, 1947
Music: PROSPECT, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

Text © 2005 GIA Publications, Inc., gramusic.com. All nghts reserved
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
THE FIRST READING FROM 1 SAMUEL 16:1-13

1The LoRD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his

sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And

the LorD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to

the LorD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do, and
you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to you.” 4Samuel did what

the LorRb commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to
meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” *He said, “Peaceably.
| have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to
the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice. ¢ When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his
anointed is now before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on
his appearance or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him, for
the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the LorD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” ?Then Jesse
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this

one.” 19 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all
your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping
the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit
down until he comes here.” '2He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and
had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him, for
this is the one.” '3*Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the

Pastor/Assisting Minister/Lector/Vicar/Cantor/Congregation pg. 3



CASUAL SERVICE w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
Saturday 5:30 p.m.

presence of his brothers, and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING FROM ROMANS 5:1-11

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we
also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does
not put us to shame, because God'’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

¢ For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the

ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love
for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. ? Much more surely,
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved
through him from the wrath of God. '°For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been
reconciled, will we be saved by his life.

11 But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL
Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 9 Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God'’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as | am in
the world, | am the light of the world.” ¢ When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s

eyes, ’saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then
he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who
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had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?” ? Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “l am he.” 19But they kept asking him, “Then
how were your eyes opened?” " He answered, “The man called Jesus made
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then | went
and washed and received my sight.” '2They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.”

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” ¢ Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. 7 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight '? and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born
blind, 2' but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 22 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2 He answered, “I
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind,
now | see.” 2 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” 2 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his

disciples?” 22Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2? We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from.” 3The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. 3'We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” 3They answered him, “You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” 3¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so
that | may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped

him. 3? Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not
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see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 4 Some of the Pharisees
who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are

we?"” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now
that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Vicar Abbey Knappman
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 776
What God Ordains Is Good Indeed
0 ——— — — —

I What God or-dains is good in-deed, for all life well pro - vid - ing.
2 What God or-dains is good in-deed: my light, my life, my Sav - ior!
3 What God or-dains is good in-deed. When hope seems like de - lu - sion,
4 What God or-dains is good in-deed. My Lord will nev-er fail me

e —— =
W'“J _l'_li}’*i] g

The will of God is best for me, the ground of my con-fid - ing.
No ill can get the best of me: God's care will nev-er wa - ver
I taste the bit - ter cup and plead,"Lord, quench my fear, con - fu - sion.”
on dan-ger’spath. in deep-est need, when death in grief shall veil me.

&or o | | 1 @ + ST + + 1
My faith - ful God. on ev - ry road you know the way un -
Through joy and pain | shall  at - tain the dawn dis - clos - ing
God ends the night, re - stores de - light: by faith | face to -

My God so dear will draw me near, in  lov - ing arms will
n > ' '
)4 i. - v 1 } ! !
© ———— e
J ¥ k4 ' l
fold - ing and my hand you are hold - ing.
clear - ly  that God has loved me dear - ly.
mor - row and yield to God all sor - rOW.
hold me, at last  in  light en - fold me.

Text; Samuel Rodigast, 16491708 w. Marun A. Seltz, b. 1951
Music: WAS GOTT TUT, Severus Gastorius, 16461682
Text @ 2000 Augsburg Fortress
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APOSTLES’ CREED

MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world, its needs, and open our hearts to God.

A brief silence.

God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our
community and across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue
endangered animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save
creatures from natural disasters. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and
violence, especially between Russians and Ukrainians, Israelis and Palestinians,
Americans and Israelis and Iranians, and among Haitians. Raise up leaders in
governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who
seek your goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we call to you in our need, especially on behalf of John
Svagera, Kash Smith, Jeffrey Rule, Sherry Dogwiler, Michael Carr, Larry Sorenson,
Sally McCarville, Bruce Whiting, Gabe Derr, Mary Jane Auld, Linden Cummings,
Lou Echols, Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Mark Krueger, Bob White, and
Beverly Carlson. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant and transform the
hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this
day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to
share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding,
celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their
baptismal journeys, especially Elwood Knight and Wilma Dublin. Comfort their
loved ones and grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betfrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table.
Feast on God's goodness and mercy.
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 614
There Is a Balm in Gilead

Refrain

n o— 1 L L L
== =
A e i ) e e . 2

) — o I I

There 1s a balm in  Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;

D e i i | Po— |
= g T
there is a balm in  Gil-e- ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
| —_—— —=—
O & J ¢ * r B — r -
I Some - times | feel dis - cour-aged and think my work’s in  vain,
2 If you can - not preach like Pe - ter, if you can-not pray like Paul,
3 Don't ev - er be dis - cour-aged, for Je -sus is your friend;
_Q Refrain
1 i 1 t t i " i 1 P
F 4N 1 1 N AN 1
¥ ‘. d; H r r ‘. JI ‘ ‘ 24
but then the Ho-ly Spir - it re - vives my soul a - gain.
you can tell the love of Je - sus and say, “He died for all”
and if  you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll ne’er re-fuse to  lend.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: BALM IN GILEAD. African Amencan spiritual
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN ELW 780

Shepherd Me, O God

Refrain
!’ I ] All 4 " "
i — T il t i"__' — B
= = = R
Shep- herd me, O God, be-yond my wants, be -yond my fears, from
I fostanzas 1, 2, 3, 5 " {o stanza 4 I
At ! : S
©>> i : — 1 —

7
death in - to life. life.

1 Leader or All
. N t T |
&'—f S S E s e ss

I God is my shep-herd, so noth-ing shall I wany I
2 Gent - ly you raise me and heal my wea-ry soul, you

3 Though 1 should wan -der the val - ley of death, I
. et > t 1 | S
= 2 « v —3 =" =

rest in  the mead-ows of  faith - ful - ness and love, |
lead me by path-ways of  righ-teous-ness and truth, my
fear no e - vil, for  you are at my side, your

_p_b . Refrain
I b. 3 | et | i 1 3

ESSSSS == = =
} _r_p (8] .

walk by the qui - et wa - ters of peace.
spir - it shall sing the mu -sic of your name.
rod and your staff, my com-fort and my  hope.

Leader or All
#l_% _j‘,  —— r—w— —
T 1 — 7 - < . — j
J _‘ b\
4 You have set me a ban-quet of love in the face of
_9_+ 4 [— P . : Refrain
I D 1 A 1 1 3 1 1 " 1 1 1
10 1 [ 4 1 1 1 1 1 i
§ (o S e —— i ——— " C o
v
ha-tred, crown-ing me with love be-yond my pow'r to hold.
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Leader or All
{ A 1 't 1 N i i (| s |
) —1 1 1
@b—_‘i Ii_} ‘—-—i—‘—i =\ t
7

u&-r—'

<n
179

5 Sure-ly your kind-ness and mer-cy fol-low me all the days of my life;

e e e e e o e o —
d } _d' (8 ) L

.

I will dwell in the house of my God for-ev - er - more.

Final refrain

All
O p——t = i } K
g s & ° E 2 ) o )
Shep-herd me, O  God, be - yond my wants, be -
—Q'Tb 1y i 19 1
| A | | 1)
O e, s e o
v v Ceme—me

yond my fears, from death in-to life.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm 23

Music: SHEPHERD ME, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S, Mason Ave.. Chicago, 1L 60638, www. giamusic.com. 8004423358,
All nghts reserved. Used by permission.

TABLE BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
b bless you now and always.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN ELW 793
Be Thou My Vision
0|
D’ AN 3 |
&> I —1 T r I 1 il &
1 1
e e e = s ¢ e
I Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not,  nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - o - 1y won,
? Llpr f f t f f f :
Glesss s T ——————=
naught be all else to  me, save that thou art:
ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may 1 reach heav - en’s  joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
0_| ;
e e e e et
J ¥ v T | - v & .
thou my best  thought both by day and by ight,
Thou my soul’'s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
0_|
¥y 1D | | 1 .
] | 1 | } } {
@j—? r—g o e o 4 =
wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav'n-ward, O Powr of my pow'r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still.  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Ekanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byme, 18801931
Music: SLANE, Irish traditional
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MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plates as you leave)

POSTLUDE
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