CONTEMPORARY w/HOLY COMMUNION MESSIAH LUTHERAN ELCA
SUNDAY SERVICE 9:30 a.m.

Date: _03/15/26  Season: LENT 4(PURPLE)

PASTOR Rev. Orin W Cummings, PhD VICAR  Abbey Knappman
ASSISTING_Carter Bergin LECTOR Tom McConnell

ACOLYTE _Zac Bergin KEYBOARDIST_Karen Bowman
CANTORS Revelations Praise Band A/V Drew Bowman, Kenny Lourwood

DISTRIBUTION MINISTERS Vicar Abbey, Carter Bergin, Tom McConnell,

PRELUDE The Father’'s House

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit Calls us together as the people of God.

CALL TO WORSHIP

In celebration of our baptism, we worship
In the name of God: Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG #1 Cornerstone

(Please be seated as we prepare our hearts for confession)
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt
and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For failing to recognize your coming reign,

and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin,

and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God's steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God,

you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
In the name of & Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead
dwells in you,

pours God’s love into your hearts,

and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG #2 Change My Heart, Oh God
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

GOSPEL
Please stand as you are able for the reading of the Gospel.
The Holy Gospel according to John the 9 Chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

1 As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that
God'’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent
me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. 5As long as | am in
the world, | am the light of the world.” ¢ When he had said this, he spat on the
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s

eyes, 7’saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then
he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to
sit and beg?” ? Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is
someone like him.” He kept saying, “| am he.” 19But they kept asking him, “Then
how were your eyes opened?” ' He answered, “The man called Jesus made
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then | went
and washed and received my sight.” 2They said to him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I do not know.”

13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 'Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” ¢ Some of the
Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.”
Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were
divided. 7 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”

18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight '? and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born
blind, 2' but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 2Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

2450 for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2 He answered, “I
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind,
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now | see.” 2They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his

disciples?” 22Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from.” 3The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one
who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 3 If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” 3¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so
that | may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped

him. 37 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not
see may see and those who do see may become blind.” 49 Some of the Pharisees
who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are

we?” 41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now
that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Vicar Abbey
SERMON Vicar Abbey
SONG OF THE DAY Amazing Grace
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APOSTLES’ CREED

With the whole church, let us affirm our faith with the Apostles’ Creed:
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God's peace with one another.

(Please be seated and join us in prayer)

PRAYER SONG Hear Our Prayer
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world, its needs, and open our hearts to God.

A brief silence.

God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in our
community and across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue
endangered animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save
creatures from natural disasters. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war and
violence, especially between Russians and Ukrainians, Israelis and Palestinians,
Americans and Israelis and Iranians, and among Haitians. Raise up leaders in
governments, courts, businesses, schools, and community organizations who
seek your goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our healer, we call to you in our need, especially on behalf of John
Svagera, Kash Smith, Jeffrey Rule, Sherry Dogwiler, Michael Carr, Larry Sorenson,
Sally McCarville, Bruce Whiting, Gabe Derr, Mary Jane Auld, Linden Cummings,
Lou Echols, Juanita Steinbaugh, Andrew Langr, Mark Krueger, Bob White, and
Beverly Carlson. Uplift all who are made to feel unimportant and transform the
hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice. Care for all in special need this
day. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken us to
share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of understanding,
celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their
baptismal journeys, especially Elwood Knight and Wilma Dublin. Comfort their
loved ones and grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house forever. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.
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PRAYER SONG Hear Our Prayer

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betfrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come to the table.
Feast on God's goodness and mercy.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION SONG Psalm 23

TABLE BLESSING
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’'s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

SENDING SONG Your Grace Is Enough
MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by the Gospel, we:

Welcome all to worship;

Make disciples;

Hunger for ministry;

Nurture youth;

Gather resources for growing ministries;
Offer healing and care to all in need.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Believe the good news.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

OFFERING
(Please place gifts in the plate as you leave)
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